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CARLTON CLINIC
Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Health
Sexual Health, Travel Medicine

9347 9422
88 Rathdowne Street Carlton

www.carltonclinic.com.au

Dr Jonathan Anderson
Dr Richard Moore
Dr Jeff  Willcox
Dr Gillian McGovern
Dr Ruth McNair
Dr Thai Lim

Dr Cate Sheppard
Dr Catherine Lazaroo
Dr Richard Teague
Dr Tim Read
Dr Lisa Burns

To arrange an appointment contact:
Mr Joseph Carmel Chetcuti MA Hons, LLB Hons, LTh
RMA 9792416 585 Lygon Street North Carlton  VIC 3054
Facsimile: (03) 9387-7565  Mobile: (03) 0417 696 697

Telephone: (03) 9387-8757

IMMIGRATION
Family/Same Sex Law

Criminal Law

LYGON STREET LEGAL SERVICES
Barristers & Solicitors

Do you need a lawyer?

Honest appraisal of your case
Excellent record of success

Flexible Payment Plan
After hours/ weekend appointments

A proud part of the gay & lesbian community

Shane Kimber JP
Civil Celebrant

Civil Marriages, Naming Ceremonies, Funerals, Renewal of Vows

Phone: 02 6456 5162  Mobile: 0438 609 557
Email: skimber@netspeed.com.au

�Jackaninny� 4887 The Snowy River Way Dalgety NSW 2628
PO Box 9 Berridale NSW 2628

SURROGACY
Gay dads who want sole 
parenting rights, rather than 
a co-parenting agreement 
with the birth mother, 
are increasingly turning to 
surrogacy, where a woman 
agrees to carry the child 
usually using a donor egg.

Currently, surrogacy is 
illegal in Australia, which 
is why many gay dads are 
pursuing legal surrogacies in 
the USA and Canada. 

Lee Matthews and his 
partner Tony Wood are 
the most well known 
surrogate dads thanks to the 
documentary Man Made: 
The Story of Two Men and a 
Baby.

The pair have two 
children, Alexander and 
Lucinda, and it was a long 
journey.

�It took us six IVF tries 
before we became pregnant 
with Alexander,� Lee told 
bnews. �I have to admit that 
toward the sixth IVF attempt 
we did start to wonder 
whether it was ever going to 
happen. To contrast that, we 
got pregnant on the � rst try 
with Lucinda.� 

But surrogacy may not be 
for everyone. �Unfortunately 
it�s a very expensive way to 
create a family. Very few gay 
men can do it because of the 
costs,� says Lee.

FOSTER CARE
Late last year the issue of 
gay foster parents hit the 
news big time as NSW 
and Victorian foster care 
associations openly called 
for gay and lesbian carers to 

register in order to combat 
the decline in heterosexual 
recruits.

But gay foster parents 
have been around much 
longer than that. Ian Seal 
has been caring for children 
whose home lives have 
become unstable for more 
than ten years. He signed up 
through an agency and has 
looked after two brothers for 
the past seven years.

Foster children may come 
from abusive households or 
from a family that voluntarily 
asks for occasional care. Ian 
says his sexuality was never 
a problem with the agency 
(he was always up front) but 
it can cause some concern 
with the family.

�With the boys, there was 
a very homophobic response 
from the family, so we took 
several months to get to 
know the boys, who were 
already in institutional care 
before they came to live with 
us,� Ian says.

Who should be a foster 
parent? �Anyone who cares 
about kids and has the time 
and energy to do it can be a 
good foster carer,� says Ian.

ADOPTION
It is currently illegal for a 
single gay person or a gay 
couple to adopt a baby in 
Australia or from overseas. 
Most hetero couples look 
to countries such as Korea, 
China and the Philippines to 
adopt, but these countries 
have very strict conditions, 
one of which is no gay 
parents allowed. 

Surrogate dads Tony Wood (left) with partner Lee Matthews and baby Lucinda and toddler Alexander.

Lee with a young Alexander.


